OPINIONUNE 

What people are saying about the 30th anniversary of John F. 
Kenny’s assassination 

Kennedy: Above 
all, a politician 

DAVID BRODER, ^dicated columnist: “For the 
dwindling band of journalists who covered Presi- 
dent Kennedy, it is hard to accept that his brief ten- 
ure is as distant from the Qinton presidency as Lin- 
coln’s was from Cleveland’s For a country which 

now loves to despise politicians as much as It once 
loved John Kennedy, it Is a hard thing to be told that 
he was nothing if not a politician. But it is the truth. 
Political calculus was Kennedy’s great skill — and 
delight Perhaps if Americans can accept that his- 
torical reality about their favorite modem presi- 
dent, we could learn to appreciate that same quality 
in our current generation of leaders. ... We show his 
memory greater respect by confronting him as he 
was, not as we would wish him to have been.” 

DEBORAH MATHIS, Gannett News Service col- 
umnist; “I don’t merely remember It I remember 
everything about It Every detail, it seems, of the 
day John F. Kennedy died. Minutia. Trivia. Like 
tones of voices and facial expressions, where so-and- 
so was standing when the news came, and how' the 
air felt It’s as if those pieces of time froze and fossil- 
ized. Three decades hence, the memory is perfectly 
preserved. ... We have survived, more or less. 
Some, more easily than others. We got better. And 
worse. We finally got some things ri^t And fouled 
others up. Good. Bad. Soso. Change, change. All has 
changed. Except the famous old question, still wait- 
ing to be answered. The question — refreshed: What 
do we do now?” 

ROCKLAND (N.Y.) JOURNAL-NEWS In an edito 

rial: “For all the revisionist history about JFK, the 
man and the president, for all the light of reality that 
continues to detail ever more brightly this most hu- 
man of men, the fact Is the Kennedy time was a 
brief moment in Camelot and it continues to inspire 
as well as haunt us. . . . His vision that this nation 
ought not to sit on its laurels and to enjoy the status 


quo, but to be a leader in the world, to share our 
technology and bounty and to better conditions at 
home for those many minorities and others long dis- 
enfranchised did not die in Texas. . . . The personal 
weaknesses of JFK or Robert Kennedy or Ted Ken- 
nedy or the various Kennedy clan members should 
not be at issue in the 30-year retrospective of the late 
president. His legacy is what counts most.” 

ELLEN GOODMAN, syndicated columnist: “Those 
of us raised in the amniotic fluid of the 1950s had 
been sheltered from the knowledge of how vulnera- 
ble a country, a leader — a person — is to chance, 
madness, bullets. ... It is no accident that we still 
commemorate JFK’s deathday and not his birthday. 
After all. it wasn’t this complex and charming, 
youthful and flawed man, but his assassination, that 
exploded the safety of our American shelter. . . . The 
generation that had been shocked by JFK’s death, 
was horrified and numbed by the deaths of Bobby 
Kennedy and Martin Lu- 
ther King We were hard- 
ened on the way from Dal- 
las to Watergate to Iran- 
contra. Conspiracies 
became easier to believe 
and government harder to 
believe and Oliver Stone’s 
JFK too easy to believe. . . . 
We are forced to accept 
chaos as easily as conspira- 
cy now. We understand that 
madness is as much a 
GOODMAN threat as any rational plot” 

RON JAVERS, Syracuse 
University journalism teacher, writing in The Philo- 
delphia Inquirer: “That was Kennedy’s secret He 
wasn’t giving anything away, he was asking for 
something. He wasnl promising He was challeng- 
ing He wasn’t saying that anybody was entitled to 
anything Only that everything was out there and 
that if we were brave enough and strong enou^ and 
tenacious enough, we might have it And if we were 
wise enough and compassionate enough, we might 
willingly share It” 

ERIC ZORN, columnist, Chicago Tribune: “On the 
last landmark anniversary (of JFK’s death), the 
25th, most Americans, statisticaliy, were old enough 
to have a story to tell about Nov. 22, 1963. On this 
landmark anniversary, they aren’t . . . More than 
half the population now has no real memory of that 
day. The question ‘Where were you . . .?* has gone 
from Interesting conversational gambit in the 1960s 
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and ’70s to cliche in the ’80s to sign of dreary, self- 
indulgent middle a^ in the ’90s. . . . Ouch. Our vital 
anecdotes became irrelevant nostalgia and no one 
told us. From now on, we will trot them out only at 
the risk of sounding like tiresome relics.” 

MICHAEL OLESKER, columnist. The Sun, Balti- 
more: ‘The man we thought we knew back then 
turned out to be somebody else, but we remember 
how it was in our own hearts when we heard the 
terrible news, and this is the thing that sUll sUrs us 
each Nov. 22. Kennedy was the last fling an entire 
generation had with grand illusions. In him, we saw 
the face we wanted to see in our own mirrors.” 

TOM WICKER, writing in The New York Times: 
“The overall record of his presidency. thou0i in 
many respects admirable, hardly accounts for Ken- 
nedy’s hi^ standing three decades later — a stand- 
ing all the more unlikely because the years since his 
death have seen continuing assaults on his personal 
and political reputations. . . . How has John F. Ken- 
nedy, while not exactly a candidate for Mount Rush- 
more, prevailed over predictable eclipse? The most 
important reason, undoubtedly, is the almost mythic 
manner of his death.” 

MICHAEL BESCHLOSS, author, in Newsweek: 
“The effect (of hiding information during investiga- 
tions after JFK’s death) was to purchase short-term 
political calm at the price of 30 years of doubt, not 
only about John Kennedy’s murder but about the in- 
tegrity and ultimate purposes of American govern- 
ment . . . Thirty years later, if we can wring any 
moral out of John Kennedy’s murder, it is that in 
the long reach of American history, the rewards of 
full disclosure tower over its immediate perils.” 



